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Camp Lejeune Health
& Disability Benefits 

Vet Affairs Monthly Newsletter by Shiawassee County Veterans 
Affairs & Services. 

Each month look for information and current events to keep you updated. All 
monthly newsletters will be available online and in our office. Sign up at 
vetaffairs@shiawassee.net to receive  monthly newsletter via email. 

www.Shiawassee.net /Departments/Veteran

Calendar of Events: 

December 2017 

Disabled Veterans 

December 13 

December 13 

December 22 & 25

December 25

December 29 

Veterans Trust Fund Meeting/1pm 

Veterans Relief Fund Meeting/3pm 

Shiawassee County Offices Closed

Christmas Day

Shiawassee County Offices Closed

December 7th

December 7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

http://www.Shiawassee.net
mailto:vetaffairs@shiawassee.net
mailto:vetaffairs@shiawassee.net
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Disabled Veterans Exemption 
Information

In order to be eligible for the exemption, the disabled 
veteran must have been honorably discharged from the 
armed forces of the United States. They must be a 
Michigan resident. Additionally, they must meet one of 
the following criteria:

(a) Has been determined by the United States department
of veterans’ affairs to be permanently and totally disabled
as a result of military service and entitled to veterans’
benefits at the 100%rate.

(b) Has a certificate from the United States veterans’
administration, or its successors, certifying that he or she
is receiving or has received pecuniary assistance due to
disability for specially adapted housing.

(c) Has been rated by the United States department of
veterans’ affairs as individually
unemployable.

The unremarried surviving spouse of the disable veteran is 
eligible for the exemption based upon the eligibility of 
their spouse; therefore the spouse must also be a 
Michigan resident.
The exemption will continue only as long as the surviving 
spouse remains unremarried.

For more information or to download or print the State 
Tax Commission Affidavit for Disabled Veterans 
Exemption go to:

www.michigan.gov

Shiawassee County 
Veterans Affairs and Services 

We are searching for more volunteer drivers to drive 
Shiawassee County Veterans to and from their VA 

medical appointments! 

If you are interested in joining our team of volunteer 
drivers please stop in the office to sign up or call for more 

information.

To sign up or get more information please contact: 
Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs and Services 

201 N. Shiawassee St.
Corunna, MI 48817

(989)743-2231

http://www.consumersenergy.com/care
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/home-fire
http://www.saginaw.va.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/taxes/0,4676,7-238-43535-235988--
http://www.michigan.gov


News Release 
November 13, 2017

VA Prioritizes Improving Veterans’ Access to Pro 
Bono Legal Services   

WASHINGTON — Today, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), together with the 
American Bar Association, The Veterans Consortium and National Law School Veterans 
Clinic Consortium, signed a Memorandum of Agreement aimed at improving Veterans’ 
access to free legal services. 

Veterans often face stressful legal problems — such as eviction, foreclosure, child support, 
or drivers’ license revocations — that can affect their ability to gain or maintain 
employment and housing or focus on medical treatment. In VA’s annual Community 
Homelessness Assessment, Local Education and Networking Groups survey, legal 
assistance repeatedly tops the list of homeless Veterans’ unmet needs.

“We are encouraging VA Medical Centers and other VA facilities to engage with their local 
communities to establish legal clinics and Medical Legal Partnerships to address Veterans’ 
legal needs that threaten their health and well-being,” said VA Secretary Dr. David J. 
Shulkin. “By signing this agreement, we are documenting a shared commitment to better 
facilitate Veterans’ access to legal services.”

Currently, VA hosts at least 165 free legal clinics in its VA Medical Centers, Community 
Based Outpatient Clinics and Vet Centers across the country by partnering with external, 
legal-service providers, such as local bar associations, legal-aid organizations and law 
school clinics.

More information on VA’s coordination of legal services for Veterans at VA facilities may 
be found at https://www.va.gov/OGC/LegalServices.asp.
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http://www.consumersenergy.com/care
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/home-fire
http://www.saginaw.va.gov
mailto:carrie.seward@va.gov
mailto:carrie.seward@va.gov
https://www.va.gov/OGC/LegalServices.asp
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Veterans of Foreign 
War - Owosso Post #9455 

Every Sunday

Breakfast

8am-Noon

VFW 
519 S. Chipman St.
 Owosso, MI 48867 

(989)723-8655

All of us at the   
Shiawassee County Veterans 

Affairs and  Services 
wish    you    and    your     family    a Merry Christmas!

American Legion
Elsie Post #502

Country Jamboree

December 13, 2017 

6pm-9pm

Donation Only

American Legion 
220 South Ovid St. 

Elsie, MI 48831
(989834-2438

Anyone that plays a stringed instrument can join the 
player singers. Open mike MC Mr. Tim Evans; there is a 

sign up sheet and this determines when you sing or play at 
the Jamboree. Maybe you just like to sit and listen to the 

people play, come on out as many people do!

mailto:elsiedairyfestival@aol.com
https://www.usajobs.gov/Help/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/veterans/
https://www.michiganveterans.com/categories/Employment
https://www.mitalent.org/
https://jobs.hireheroesusa.org/
https://www.helmetstohardhats.org/


VA Mental Health Resources

Make the Connection
Make the Connection is an online 
resource designed to connect 
Veterans, their family members and 
friends, and other supporters with 
information and solutions to issues 
affecting their lives. On the website, 
visitors can watch hundreds of Veterans 
share their stories of strength and 
recovery, read about a variety of life 
events and mental health topics, and 
locate nearby resources.

www.MakeTheConnection.net

@VeteransMTC

Veterans Crisis Line
The Veterans Crisis Line connects 
Veterans in crisis and their families 
and friends with qualified, caring VA 
responders through a confidential 
toll-free hotline, online chat, and text-
messaging service. Veterans and their 
loved ones can call 1-800-273-8255 
and Press 1, chat online, or send a 
text message to 838255 to receive 
confidential support 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days a year. 

www.VeteransCrisisLine.net 

Coaching into Care
Coaching into Care is a national 
telephone service of the VA that aims to 
educate, support, and empower family 
members and friends who are seeking 
care or services for a Veteran. Our goal 
is to help Veterans and their family 
members, and other loved ones find 
the appropriate services at their local 
VA facility and/or in their community. 
Coaching is provided by licensed 
psychologists or social workers,  
free of charge.

www.mirecc.va.gov/coaching

@CoachingIntoCare

@CoachingIn2Care

Veteran Training
The Veteran Training online self-help 
portal provides tools for overcoming 
everyday challenges. The Portal 
has tools to help Veterans work on 
problem-solving skills, manage anger, 
develop parenting skills, and more. 
All tools are free, their use is entirely 
anonymous, and they are based on 
mental health practices that have 
proven successful with Veterans and  
their families.

www.veterantraining.va.gov

AboutFace
AboutFace features the real stories of 
Veterans who have experienced PTSD, 
their family members, and VA clinicians. 
By watching the videos on AboutFace, 
you can learn about PTSD, explore 
treatment options, and get advice from 
others who have been there.

www.ptsd.va.gov/apps/AboutFace 

Community Provider Toolkit
The Community Provider Toolkit 
supports the behavioral health and 
wellness of Veterans receiving services 
outside the VA health care system.  
Community providers play an essential 
role in providing America’s Veterans 
with the support they have earned. 
Resources available in the toolkit 
include information on screening for 
military service, handouts and trainings 
to increase understanding of military 
culture, and mini-clinics focused on 
relevant aspects of behavioral health 
and wellness.

www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ 
communityproviders

Rhett Herrera: Rhett.Herrera@va.gov
Koby South: Koby.South@va.gov

http://www.maketheconnection.net
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransMTC/
https://www.instagram.com/veteransMTC/
https://www.youtube.com/user/VeteransMTC
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net
http://www.mirecc.va.gov/coaching
https://www.facebook.com/CoachingIntoCare/
https://twitter.com/CoachingIn2Care?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.veterantraining.va.gov
http://www.ptsd.va.gov/apps/AboutFace
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/communityproviders
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/communityproviders
mailto:Rhett.Herrera%40va.gov?subject=
mailto:Koby.South%40va.gov?subject=
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CAMP LEJEUNE

 

 

Veteran and family 
health & disability benefits

In the 1980s, contaminants were found in several wells that provided drinking water 
at Camp Lejeune, N.C. The contaminants included the volatile organic compounds 
trichloroethylene (TCE), perchloroethylene (PCE), vinyl chloride, benzene, and other 
compounds. The primary sources of this contamination were on-base leaking storage 
tanks and industrial activities, and an off-base dry cleaner. It is estimated that the 
contaminants were in the water supply from the mid-1950s until February 1985, 
when the wells were shut down.

Benefits for Camp Lejeune Veterans and family 
members include health care for 15 conditions 
listed in the Honoring America’s Veterans and 

Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012. In addition, 
Veterans can receive disability and health care benefits 
for eight presumptive disease conditions associated with 
contaminants in the water at Camp Lejeune.  

Eligibility timeframe
Veterans, National Guard and reserve members, and 
family members who lived on the base for at least 30 days 
(cumulative), between August 1, 1953 and December 31, 
1987 are eligible.

What areas are included?
The benefit area includes all areas within the Camp 
Lejeune and Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) New River 
boundaries, as shown in red on the map on page 4.



Health care for Veterans 

 
 

 

and family members

The Camp Lejeune Act of 2012 provides 
health care and health care funding 
assistance to Veterans and family 
members who lived on Camp Lejeune, 
meet the time-on-station and service 
date requirements, and have one of the 
covered conditions.  

Qualifying health conditions include: 
• Bladder cancer

• Breast cancer

• Esophageal cancer

• Female infertility

• Hepatic steatosis

• Kidney cancer

• Leukemia

• Lung cancer

• Miscarriage

• Multiple myeloma

• Myelodysplastic syndromes

• Neurobehavioral effects

• Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma

• Renal toxicity

• Scleroderma

Veterans eligible for health care under the Camp Lejeune 
Act of 2012 may enroll in VA health care and receive  

 

   

 

 

medical services for any of the 15 covered health 
conditions, and eight disability conditions at no cost. 

To enroll in VA health care, apply at www.va.gov/health
benefits/apply/ or call 1-877-222-8387 for help. Inform 
VA staff that you served on active duty at Camp Lejeune 
for at least 30 days during the covered time period. 

Family member health care 
reimbursement 
Dependent family members of Veterans who also resided 
at Camp Lejeune during the qualifying period are eligible 
for reimbursement of out-of-pocket medical expenses 
related to any of the 15 covered health conditions. VA can 
only pay for treatment costs that remain after payment 
from your other health plans. 

Apply online for reimbursement at www.clfamily
members.fsc.va.gov/ or call 1-866-372-1144 for help. 

What type of evidence can I submit with my application? 

•  Documentation showing a dependent relation-
ship to a Veteran who served at Camp Lejeune,
such as a marriage license or birth certificate.

•  Documentation showing you lived on the base
for 30 days or more between August 1, 1953 and
December 31, 1987, such as copies of orders. VA
has the base housing records, but additional
evidence is welcome.

•  Documentation showing you paid health care
expenses for a covered condition respective to
the following date ranges:

–  If you lived on Camp Lejeune between
January 1, 1957 and December 31, 1987, then
you can be reimbursed for care that you
received on or after August 6, 2012.

 

 

 

–  If you lived on Camp Lejeune between
August 1, 1953 and December 31, 1956, then
you can be reimbursed for care that you
received on or after December 16, 2014.

 Reimbursement for medical claims can be paid for 
care up to two years prior to the date of application 
for benefits.

2 3

For information call 

VA Health Care 1-877-222-8387
VA Benefits 1-800-827-1000
CL Family Health Care 1-866-372-1144 

http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/apply/
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/apply
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/apply
http://www.clfamilymembers.fsc.va.gov/
http://www.clfamilymembers.fsc.va.gov/
http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/apply/


Veterans disability compensation

The Department of Veterans Affairs has 
established a presumption of service con-
nection for eight conditions associated 
with exposure to contaminants in the 
water supply at Camp Lejeune, N.C. These 
conditions were determined after a review 
of scientific and medical literature on 
health effects related to the contaminants 
of concern at Camp Lejeune.

The presumption applies to active duty, reserve, and 
National Guard members exposed to contaminants in 
the water supply at Camp Lejeune for at least 30 days 
between August 1, 1953 and December 31, 1987, and  

 

 

who later developed one or more of the following 
eight conditions: 

• Adult leukemia

•  Aplastic anemia and other
myelodysplastic syndromes

• Bladder cancer

• Kidney cancer

• Liver cancer

• Multiple myeloma

• Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma

• Parkinson’s disease

Presently, these are the conditions for which VA has 
determined there is sufficient scientific and medical 
evidence to support presumptive service connection; 
however, VA will continue to review relevant information 
on other conditions as it becomes available. 

If a Veteran is diagnosed with one of these conditions, VA 
presumes that his/her Camp Lejeune service caused the 
condition, and disability compensation can be awarded.

Evidence requirements 
Veterans must submit records that show you served at 
Camp Lejeune or MCAS New River for at least 30 days 
(cumulative), between August 1, 1953 and December 31, 
1987, in an active duty, reserve, or National Guard capacity. 

The medical evidence must show you have a current 
disease on the list of presumptive conditions related to 
Camp Lejeune. 

How to apply for disability benefits 
Apply online using eBenefits. State on your applica-
tion that you are filing for one of the presumed Camp 
Lejeune illnesses. 

•  Include evidence of service at Camp Lejeune
during the required timeframe.

•  Provide medical evidence showing your
diagnosis.

For additional assistance you can work with an accredited 
representative or agent or, go to a VA regional office and 
talk to a VA employee. You can find your nearest regional 
office on our Facility Locator page at http://benefits.
va.gov/benefits/offices.asp. 

For more information on how to apply and for tips on 
making sure your claim is ready to be processed by VA, 
visit our How to Apply page at https://explore.va.gov/
disability-compensation. 
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http://benefits.va.gov/benefits/offices.asp
http://benefits.va.gov/benefits/offices.asp
https://explore.va.gov/disability-compensation
https://explore.va.gov/disability-compensation
https://explore.va.gov/disability-compensation
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Camp Lejeune Historic 
Drinking Water Database

The Marine Corps maintains an information database for those who may 
have been exposed to contaminants in the drinking water at Camp Lejeune 
between August 1, 1953 and December 31, 1987. 

To be added to the Camp Lejeune Historic 
Drinking Water Notification Database, or for more 
information, please visit: http://www.marines.mil/
clwater/. You can also contact the Camp Lejeune 
Historic Drinking Water Call Center at (877) 261-9782 
or e-mail clwater@ usmc.mil. 

The Marine Corps continues to work diligently to 
both identify and communicate with registrants by 
sending them the latest information via mail and 
email. Please share information about the registry 
with anyone who may have been at Camp Lejeune 
between the dates noted above and encourage 
them to participate.

http://www.marines.mil/clwater
http://www.marines.mil/clwater
mailto:clwater%40%20usmc.mil?subject=
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