
Welcome… 

Vet Affairs Monthly Newsletter by Shiawassee County 

Veterans 

Affairs & Services. 

Each month look for information and current events to 

keep you updated. All 

monthly newsletters will be available online and in our 

office. Sign up at 

vetaffairs@shiawassee.net to receive monthly newsletter 

via email. 

Contact Us: 
201 N. Shiawassee St. 

3rd floor, Surbeck Building 

Corunna, MI 48817 

Phone: (989)743-2231 

Fax:(989)743-2393 

vetaffairs@shiawassee.net 

Notes from the Director 
The Veterans Affairs Department would like to 

welcome Michael A. Reeve as the new Director 

of Veterans Affairs. 

Reeve served our country for 27 years, retiring 

as an Army Major having served in a variety of 

active leadership, operational and staff posi-

tions. Before becoming an Officer, he spent 10 

years as an enlisted Soldier earning the rank of 

Sergeant. He was then selected for Officer Can-

didate School (OCS) where he was commis-

sioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Field 

Artillery, April of 1997.  

“I’m excited to join Veteran Affairs and 

look forward to utilizing my profession-

al and military service experience in 

providing high quality service to the 

Veterans and their families of Shiawas-

see County. It is an honor and a privi-

lege to have the opportunity to assist 

and help our Shiawassee Veterans and 

am fortunate to have inherited an 

amazing team”. 

Prior to his selection as Shiawassee 

County’s Veterans Affairs Director, he 

served as the Director of Veteran and Agency 

services for MIAT, College of Technology in Can-

ton, Michigan. 

In addition to his education, work experience 

and military background, Reeve hails from a 

family of veterans. His father, Ed Reeve, was a 

Corporal in the Marine Corps, his brother John, 

served as a Navy Corpsman, and his grandfa-

ther, Thomas, retired as a Master Sergeant from 

the Air Force. 

He is married to Carol Reeve and has six chil-

dren and one grandson. 
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Calendar of Events: 
April 1st     Easter  

April 18th   Veterans Trust Funds Meeting 1pm  

April 18th   Veterans Relief Fund Meeting 3pm  

 

 



 

 10 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE VETERANS CHOICE 

 PROGRAM (VCP)  

 

 The Veterans Choice Program (VCP) is a benefit that allows eligible Veterans to receive health care from a 

community provider rather than waiting for a VA appointment or traveling to a VA facility.  

1. Am I eligible for the Veterans Choice Program?  

• To be eligible for the program, you must be enrolled in VA health care and must also meet at least one of 

the following criteria:  

o You are told by your local VA medical facility that you will need to wait more than 30 days for an appoint-

ment.  

o You residence is more than a 40 mile driving distance from the closest VA medical facility with a full time 

primary care physician.  

o You need to travel by air, boat, or ferry to the VA medical facility closet to your house.  

o You face an unusual or excessive burden in traveling to the closest VA medical facility based on a geo-

graphic challenge, environmental factor, medical condition, or other specific clinical decisions. Staff at your 

local VA medical facility will work with you to determine if you are eligible for any of these reasons.  

o You reside in a State or a United States Territory without a full-service VA medical facility that provides 

hospital care, emergency services and surgical care, and reside more than 20 miles from such a VA medical 

facility. Note: This criterion applies to Veterans residing in Alaska, Hawaii, New Hampshire, Guam, American 

Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Also note that some 

Veterans in New Hampshire reside within 20 miles of White River Junction VAMC and are therefore not eligi-

ble for the Veterans Choice Program.  

2. What if I think I am eligible?  

• Call the VCP Call Center at 866-606-8198 or visit the Veterans Choice Program website to verify eligibility 

and set up an appointment here.  

3. Can I call my non-VA doctor to make an appointment?  

• No, please call the VCP  all  enter at 866-606-8198 to verify eligibility and set up an appointment.  

4. How is the 40 mile calculation determined?  

• This calculation is based on the driving distance from your permanent residence (or active temporary ad-

dress) to the closest VA facility, including Community-Based Outpatient Clinics and VA Medical Centers. You 

are eligible if you live more than 40 miles driving distance from the closest medical facility that has a full-time 

primary care physician.  

5. If I am eligible for the Veterans Choice Program, can I receive  

 



 

  

5. If I am eligible for the Veterans Choice Program, can I receive Beneficiary Travel 

for travel to appointments with a VCP provider?  

 Yes, the Choice Act does provide funding to pay for travel to VCP providers for Veterans who are eligible 

for Beneficiary Travel. However, it did not provide any new Beneficiary Travel eligibility  

6. If I didn’t get my Choice Card or I lost my Choice Card, what do I do?  

• You do not need your Choice Card to access the VCP. If you didn’t receive a Choice Card or lost your 

Choice Card, simply call 866-606-8198 to find out if you are eligible and to make an appointment.  

7. How do I get my prescription filled if I use the Veterans Choice Program?  

• The community provider you see through the VCP can issue a prescription for up to a 14 day supply of a 

national formulary drug. You may have the 14 day supply filled at any non-VA pharmacy of your choosing.  

• Prescriptions can be reimbursed through the Business Office/Non-VA Care Coordination Office at VA facil-

ities. This reimbursement may take 30-45 days to process, and requires a copy of the prescription and the 

original receipt. Veterans cannot be reimbursed at the VA Pharmacy.  

• For prescriptions needed past 14 days, please follow standard procedures to fill a prescription at the VA 

pharmacy.  

8. If I use the Veterans Choice Program, does that affect my VA health care?  

• No, not at all. You do not have to choose between the two. The VCP is here to make it easier to access 

the care you need. VA is building a high-performing integrated health care network to deliver the best of VA 

and the community. This integrated network will give Veterans more choices to access care and ensure 

care is delivered where and when you need it.  

9. What is my responsibility for copayments to my other insurance?  

• Nothing. VA is now the primary coordinator of benefits for VCP, so you are only responsible for your VA 

copayment.  

• Your VA copayment will be determined by VA after the care is provided. VA copayments will be billed by 

VA after the appointment.  

10. How does the new VCP extension law affect me?  

• A new law, enacted April 19, 2017, made three key changes to help improve the VCP. The law removed 

the expiration date for the program, made VA primary coordinator of benefits for services provided to you, 

and it removed barriers with sharing necessary health information with community providers.  

 



Drivers Needed 
 

The Shiawassee County DAV van needs volunteer drivers 

to transport Veterans to and from VA medical 

 appointments. 

 

Call Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs at  

(989) 743-2346 or ask staff for an application 

 

 

 

 

Donate your time and help a Veteran in need. 



American Legion Elsie 

Post #502 

 

43rd Old Time 

Country Jamboree 

April 11, 2018 

 

6pm-9pm Donation Only 

Anyone that plays a stringed instrument 

can 

join the player singers. 

Open mike MC Mr. Tim Evans. 

There is a sign up sheet and this deter-

mines 

when you sing or play at the Jamboree. 

Maybe you would just like to sit and listen 

to 

people play. Come on out, many people 

do! 

 

American Legion 

220 South Ovid St. 

Elsie, MI 48831 

(989)834-2438 

Every 

Sunday 

Break-

fast 

8am-Noon 

 

VFW 

519 S. Chipman St. 
Owosso, MI 48867 

(989)723-8655 
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Take a confidential screening test on  MyHealtheVet 

at www.myhealth.va.gov. Click on the mental Health 

button for alcohol use and substance abuse 

screenings. 

 

Talk to your health care team about your results and 

how to get help. 

 

“Mental health is key to overall 

health, and MVAA wants to make 

sure all Michigan veterans have the 

tools they need to care for themselves 

both mentally and physically,” MVAA 

Director James Robert Redford said. 

“With this online tool, veterans can 

complete a quick and easy mental 

health screening and get the help and 

information they need when neces-

sary.” 

The screening begins by asking veter-

ans to select a statement that best fits 

how they have been thinking or be-

having recently. Based on the first 

response, veterans then answer a 

brief set of questions about them-

selves and how they are feeling. The 

survey ends with general explanations 

about their moods and behaviors as 

well as available mental health care 

support and where to find care closest 

to them. 

The majority of veterans who used the 

mental health screening tool between 

October 1, 2015 and April 30 were 

aged 65-74 (25 percent), 25-34 (20 per-

cent) and 35-44 (19 percent). Seventy-

“How are you feeling?” 

It’s a question sometimes asked in the 

midst of casual conversation, but for 

veterans it could be the start of an 

important conversation about their 

mental health – and how they can 

seek help. 

May is Mental Health Awareness 

Month, and the Michigan Veterans 

Affairs Agency encourages all veterans 

to ask themselves that very question. 

Mental health is a sensitive yet im-

portant subject, and for this reason, 

MVAA has collaborated to offer veter-

ans an online tool to screen for mental 

health concerns such as depression, 

bipolar, post-traumatic stress, anxiety, 

alcohol and drug abuse and eating 

disorders. 

In conjunction with Screening for 

Mental Health, a nonprofit organiza-

tion providing innovative mental 

health and substance abuse resources, 

MVAA created the free online mental 

health and substance abuse screening 

tool in October. Encouraging veterans 

to get a “checkup from your neck up,” 

the anonymous online screening is 

available 24/7. 

seven percent of all veterans who 

went through the screening were 

male. 

Forty-three percent of participants 

served Post-9/11 and 35 percent 

served during the Vietnam War era. 

In an effort to promote the online 

mental health and substance abuse 

screening tool, MVAA created busi-

ness cards for benefits counselors and 

Veterans Treatment Court personnel 

to distribute to local veterans and 

their families. The card lists the 

screening tool website in addition to 

the veterans crisis line phone number. 

Benefits counselors who would like 

additional business cards for the men-

tal health screening tool are encour-

aged to call 800-MICH-VET (800-642-

4838). 

Veterans can find their nearest bene-

fits counselor by visiting Michigan-

Veterans.com. To take the online sur-

vey, go to MichiganVeterans.com/

Mental-Health-Screening. 

Veterans encouraged to start conversation about mental health with online tool 

PUSH BACK THE DRINK 
Alcohol dependence is a serious health issue that affects many people, including Veterans . You or someone you know may suffer from this if they: 

 Have a strong craving for alcohol 
 Continue to use alcohol despite harm or per-

sonal injury  

 Aren’t able to limit their drinking 
 Feel physically ill when drinking stops 

 Need to increase the amount of alcohol they 
drink to feel the effects 

 

Health 

Instead of ordering alcohol at a 

restaurant , choose a healthy, 

low—calorie drink , such as water 

with lemon or unsweetened tea. 


