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Shiawassee County Parks & Recreation Commission 

January 30, 2017 

Minutes written and submitted by Bonnie Reno, Secretary 
 

 

Chairperson, Cody Baker called the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting to order. The meeting was held 

on the 3rd floor of the Surbeck Building, Corunna, MI. 

 

Members Present: Cody Baker, Mike Constine (Road Commission), Chris Klawuhn, Larry Johnson (General 

Public & Health), Stacy Loomis (General Public), Tony Newman (Drain Comm.), John Plowman, Bonnie Reno 

(Planning Bd Repres.), and Tina Tuller (USDA). Quorum was met. Guest/Audience included Buildings, 

Grounds and Parks & Recreation Supervisor Tim Hill and Phil Hathaway, Consultant.  

 

1. Cody Baker called the meeting to order at 6:05pm.   

2. The Pledge of Allegiance was completed. 

3. Roll call was completed. 

4. Call to the Public was announced without any responds. 

5. Approval of the Agenda was called. John P. moved with Larry J. seconded to approve the agenda. 

Note: The Request for review and proposed approval of the Parks and Recreation Regular Meeting 

minutes from October 5, 2016 and the Election of Officers will be included on the first Regular meeting 

to be held in March, 2017. 

6. Old Business – Park Projects - Masterplan 

Open discussion took place regarding the masterplan; the multiple projects needed at each park; 

the low and high maintenance levels of each priority; what could be accomplished in 2017; 

funding sources including grants and/or matching funded grants. 

 

Tina T shared that grants require submission by each park – not by project with the DNR 

matching 50/50 fund grant having an April 1st deadline. She also shared that the volunteer work 

that has been completed at the parks ‘count’ as In-Kind funds for the grants that are ‘matching’ 

funds.  

 

Mike C. shared that the County Commissioners would have to approve matching fund 

applications. We would also need to obtain ‘In-Kind’ commitment letters from organizations that 

have helped with the parks in the past and that they are committed to helping in the future. 

 

Working towards the Land and Water Conservation Grant, ‘In-Kind’ letters would be needed 

from the volunteer groups and/or from the Road Commission. This would include the Boy 

Scouts that help with other parks as well. 

 

Additional discussion took place on the types of low maintenance projects and those items that 

have already been acted upon. Tim H shared that the fishing pier, invasive species, and parking 

have all been completed at Shiatown.  

 

After ongoing discussions, the board members agree that we would start with Henderson Park. 

Priority will be given to making the park accessible (ADA), create and update the signage, work 

to be done on the Loop Trail, benches and low lands 

 

Cody B and Larry J agreed to writing letters to those organizations requesting ‘In-Kind’ letters of 

commitment of volunteer hours for submission with grant applications. 
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Tina T also explained that some grants require a minimum of $30k to be needed. Based on the 

goals and objectives for Henderson Park that include replacement of playground equipment, the 

board concurred that the costs would exceed the $30k minimum. Therefore, the additional 

monies would be requested from the Waste Management funds. 

 

Additional discussion took place regarding the overseeing the grant(s) disbursement. Since the 

Parks and Recreation Commission does not have any paid staff and the board is all volunteers 

with most individuals having full time employment and/or other commitments, Cody and Tim 

agreed to speak with the Planning Commission’s Director, Peter to see if there might be someone 

‘in-house’ that could take on this responsibility.  

 

Discussion for a grant for trees and planting/re-foresting through the DNR, seeking volunteers 

for planting in time for Arbor Day (April 28, 2017) including youth groups in the area.  

 

 

7. Shiawassee River National Water Trail 

Phil Hathaway shared the river water trail history – Holly to Chesaning and would like a Letter of 

Support from the Parks & Recreation Board and a board volunteer to attend the meetings of the Water 

Trail Coalition suggesting that Tim Hill attend. After discussion, Tim H agreed and would like a ‘back-

up’ person in the event he is not able to attend. Stacy L has agreed to be said back-up. Larry J moved to 

approve writing a Letter of Support with Stacy L seconding. Motion carried. 

 

8. Six Mile Creek Bridge Cost and Process of Restoration 

Phil H shared he has already spoke with an Engineering firm to meet this month to review and write up a 

proposed cost assessment on the 6-Mile Bridge. The board was not aware of the meeting but Larry J 

shared he felt Phil would be a good person to obtain this information for consideration. 

It was shared that MDOT grants could be used for biking trails but not for a canoe launch project.  

 

9. Good & Welfare – Tim H reported the Parks plan went to the DNR in January and thinks there will be 

an approval for $75k in Capital Improvements. Tim went on to share that the Water Trail Coalition had 

checked on the various parks giving them an ‘okay’/looking good’ report. 

 

10. Call to the Public – No other person was present. Therefore, no other topics were discussed. 

11. Next Regular Meeting – March  1, 2017, 6pm, 3rd Floor Surbeck Building, Corunna.  

12. Adjourn – Larry J made the motion to adjourn with John P. seconded. Meeting ended 7:23pm. 

 

 

  

 
 


