
 

Shiawassee County Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes                                   

 
1 

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, March 7, 2012 

3rd Floor Surbeck Building 
201 N. Shiawassee Street 

Corunna, MI  48817 
6:30 p.m. 

 
1. Call to Order – Meeting called to order at 6:45PM by Chairman Love (waiting for a quorum) 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
3. Roll Call:  Board Present: Junior Love, Joe DeCaire, Tony Newman, Tanya Buckelew, Ron Elder, Nancy Zdunic 

and Dick Miller.  Absent: John Michalec, Bruce Robb, and Bob Downer.  Also present: Administrator Margaret 
McAvoy and Superintendent Phil Heavilin.  Public present: Phil Hathaway 

 
4. Call to the Public – No Comments from the public were offered 

 
5. Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Dick Miller to approve the agenda.  Motion supported by Tony 

Newman.  Motion Carried. 
        
6. Approval of the October 5, 2011 minutes.  A Motion was made by Joe DeCaire to approve the minutes of the 

October 5, 2011 meeting.  Motion Supported by Tanya Buckelew.  Motion carried. 
 
7. Old Business:  None Presented 

 

8. New Business:  

a. Canoe Launch Advisory Committee – Phil Hathaway of the Friends of the Shiawassee briefed the board 
on ongoing planning and discussions involving several local vested entities and individuals 
(Superintendent Heavilin represents the county), and multiple potential canoe launch sites along the 
Shiawassee River.  The Friends of the Shiawassee River received a Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative 
Network (WIN) grant of $14,000 toward improvements and building of canoe launches along the river.  
The committee has a retired civil engineer designing ADA compliant launches for five sites including 
three county parks.  These launches will be designed and built to DNR specifications.  Since there is not 
enough money in the grant to build all launches desired, a strategy has been developed to build launched 
based on the interest of the owning entity and ability to leverage dollars, and in-kind labor and supplies. 
This allows more grant money to filter down to the next launch on the list and so on until the money is 
expended.  The order developed under these criteria is: DeVries Nature Conservancy; Oakwood Street 
Owosso; Geeck Road Park; Henderson Park; Lytle Road Park. 

 
A motion was made by Joe DeCaire to support the canoe launch committee’s plan in principle and 
recommend it to the Board of Commissioners for their endorsement.  Motion supported by Dick Miller.  
Motion carried. 

 
b. Earth Day Parks Clean-up – Saturday April 21 

Parks assignments were doled out: Henderson – Zdunic; Geeck Rd. – Love, Downer; Kerby – DeCaire, 
Newman; Lytle – Corunna Rotary Club; Shiatown – Shiawassee-Owosso Kiwanis, Boy Scouts 

c. 5-year Plan – the revised plan was discussed and a Motion was made by Tanya Buckelew to adopt the 
plan as presented. Motion was supported by Tony Newman.  Motion carried. 

d. Amvets plan for Geeck Road – Heavilin briefed the commission on the Amvets plans for further 
development of the park with electricity, paved access walks to the pavilion and out to the river, etc. 
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9. Buildings and Grounds Superintendent’s Report 

 

a. The Reservation Report was distributed.  
b. Heavilin described the mowing strategy for this summer season.  The volunteer mowing most of last year 

(Fernette) intends to continue through this season.  Also, a plan was developed for Amvets to mow Geeck 
Road using county equipment. They would mow on weekends when the equipment is idle. They will pick 
it up and haul it on their trailer with their trucks, then top off the tanks with fuel to be donated by Rick 
Crawford, returning the equipment to B&G for the rest of the week’s mowing. 

c. Heavilin reported that he was given authorization by the Shiawassee-Owosso Kiwanis Club to submit a 
grant to Wal-Mart Foundation in their name for the purchase of new play equipment. That grant 
application for $1000 has been submitted. 

d. The Kiwanis Club has also approved sponsoring the porta-jon at Shiatown West from Memorial through 
Labor Day weekends. 

e. Heavilin provided the commission with copies of an email from Luke Trumble of the MDEQ discussing 
their plans for the Shiatown Dam. 

f. Superintendent Heavilin reported that with the lack of use of the Shiatown well, we will reclassify it next 
year saving the county ~$100 in administration fees with the state. 

 

10. Commissioners heard: 

 

11. Good and Welfare: 

 
12. Next Meeting:  June 6, 2012, 6:30 p.m., 3rd floor Surbeck Bldg., 201 N. Shiawassee St., Corunna, MI. 
 

13. Adjourn:  7:55 p.m. 
 
  

      
 
 

Bruce Robb, Secretary to the Shiawassee County Parks & Recreation Commission         


