
 

 

At a regular meeting of the Shiawassee County Board of Commissioners held on April 
17, 2014, at 4:00 p.m. in the Commission Chambers, Surbeck Building, Corunna, Michigan: 
 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bartz. 
 Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 Prayer was offered by Commissioner McLaren. 
 Roll Call found Commissioners Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman 
and Bartz present.  
 Chairman Bartz called the public hearing for the Brownfield Redevelopment Plan for  
the Village of Byron “Block 15” to order at 4:05 p.m. Phil Hathaway and Justin Horvath  
made a presentation. No other public spoke. The hearing was adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner McLaren, to 
approve the minutes of the March 20, 2014 meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 
It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Plowman, to approve of 
bills listed on the Invoice Edit Report dated March 25, 2014 in the amount of $134,763.03, 
Invoice Edit Report dated April 1, 2014 in the amount of $6,807.73, Invoice Edit Report dated 
April 1, 2014 in the amount of $330,383.98, Invoice Edit Report dated April 1, 2014 in the 
amount of $706,918.49, Invoice Edit Report dated April 1, 2014 in the amount of $245,035.68, 
Invoice Edit Report dated April 9, 2014 in the amount of $124,725.10, Invoice Edit Report dated 
April 10, 2014 in the amount of $154.87, Invoice Edit Report dated April 15, 2014 in the amount 
of $1,017,994.52, Invoice Edit Report dated April 15, 2014 in the amount of $455,918.18 and the 
Wire Transfers dated March 18, 2014 in the amount of $6,156.87, March 27, 2014 in the 
amounts of $53,712.50 and $35,557.50 as provided by the Clerk’s Office and to authorize that 
warrants be drawn from the treasury for same.  The motion carried with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: 
Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to appoint 
Commissioner McLaren as the County Representative to the Shiatown Dam Advisory 
Committee.  Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to approve 
the minutes of the April 16, 2014 Committee of the Whole meeting.  Motion carried. 

The following resolution was presented: 
Resolution No. 14-04-04 

Board Of Commissioners 
Shiawassee County 

Resolution Approving A Brownfield Plan 
For The County Of Shiawassee Pursuant To And 

In Accordance With The Provisions Of Act 381 Of The 
Public Acts Of The State Of Michigan Of 1996, As Amended 

WHEREAS, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (the “Authority”) of the County 
of Shiawassee, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Financing Act, being Act 381 of the Public Acts of the State of Michigan of 
1996, as amended (the “Act”), has prepared and recommended for approval by the Shiawassee 
County Board of Commissioners, a Brownfield Plan (the “Plan”) pursuant to and in accordance 
with Section 13 of the Act; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority has, at least ten (10) days before the meeting of the County 
Board of Commissioners at which this resolution has been considered, provided notice to and 
fully informed all taxing jurisdictions (the “Taxing Jurisdictions”) which are affected by the 



 

 

Financing Plan about the fiscal and economic implications of the proposed Financing Plan, and 
the County Board of Commissioners has previously provided to the Taxing Jurisdictions a 
reasonable opportunity to express their views and recommendations regarding the Financing 
Plan and in accordance with Sections 13(13) and 14(1) of the Act; and  

WHEREAS, the County Board of Commissioners has made the following 
determinations and findings: 
A.  The Plan constitutes a public purpose under the Act; 
B.  The Plan meets all of the requirements for a Brownfield Plan set forth in Section 13 of the 

Act; 
C.  The proposed method of financing the costs of the eligible activities, as described in the Plan, 

is feasible and the Authority has the ability to arrange the financing; 
D.  The costs of the eligible activities proposed in the Plan are reasonable and necessary to carry 

out the purposes of the Act; 
E.  The amount of captured taxable value estimated to result from the adoption of the Plan is 

reasonable; and 
WHEREAS, as a result of its review of the Plan and upon consideration of the views and 

recommendations of the Taxing Jurisdictions, the Shiawassee County Board of Commissioners 
desires to proceed with approval of the Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
1.  Plan Approved.  Pursuant to the authority vested in the County Board of Commissioners by 
the Act, and pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of the Act, the Plan 
is hereby approved in the form attached as Exhibit “A” to this Resolution.  
2.  Severability.  Should any section, clause or phrase of this Resolution be declared by the 
Courts to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Resolution as a whole nor any 
part thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid.   
3.  Repeals.  All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with any of the provisions of this 
Resolution are hereby repealed: 

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
approve Resolution #14-04-04, approving a Brownfield Plan for the County of Shiawassee.  The 
motion carried with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, 
McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
approve a Farmland PA 116 Agreement for Mark J. Senk for property located in New Haven 
Township Parcel #78-003-31-100-003.  Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
approve the Professional Services Agreement and Remonumentation Contract between 
Shiawassee County and Landmark Surveying / Mark L. Vanraemdonck, P.S. for a total cost of 
$21,600.00 and authorize the Board Chair to sign the same.  The motion carried with 6 yeas and 
0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

The following resolution was presented: 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-04-05 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2014 the Shiawassee County Board of Commissioners (Board) 
received a request from Jack and Ronda Birchmeier for approval to have a certain parcel released 
from agreement number 76-14236-123119 which was executed in accordance with the 



 

 

provisions of PA 116 of 1974, commonly known as the Farmland and Open Space Preservation 
Act; and 
 WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed this request and determined that the release is for a 
person essential to the farm operation according to the definition in the Act; and  
 WHEREAS, the parcel proposed for release from the agreement is 2.07 acres in size: and  
 WHEREAS, the Board finds that the request for release of the particular parcel is 
acceptable: 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AS FOLLOWS: 
 (1)That the Board hereby approves the request to release the following described piece of 
property from the PA 116 agreement,  
  Part of the Northwest ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Shiawassee County, Hazelton 
Township, Section 15;T8N R4E described as beginning at a point that is S89*56’07”E on the 
North line of said Section 15 a distance of 650.00 feet from the Northwest corner of said Section 
15; thence continuing S89*56’07” on said North line a distance of 300.00 feet; thence 
S00*03’53”W 300.00 feet; thence N89*56’07”W 300.00 feet; thence N00*03’53”E 300.00 feet 
to the point of beginning, containing 2.07 acres, ore or less. Subject to the use of the Northerly 
33.00 feet thereof as Allan road. Also subject to all other easements and restrictions of record. 
 (2)That the Board hereby certifies that the parcel is to be released for a person essential to 
the farm operation as defined in the statute (324.36110.(5) ). 
 (3)That the county clerk is hereby directed to transmit certified and sealed copies of this 
resolution to the person making the request and to the Farmland Unit of the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture. 

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
approve Resolution #14-04-05, approving a Partial Termination of a Farmland PA 116 
Agreement by Jack H. & Ronda A. Birchmeier for property located in Hazelton Township.  The 
motion carried with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, 
McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
approve the Professional Services Agreement and Remonumentation Contract between 
Shiawassee County and Powell Land Surveying / Mark W. Powell P.S. for a total cost of 
$22,500.00 and authorize the Board Chair to sign the same.  The motion carried with 6 yeas and 
0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
approve the Professional Services Agreement and Remonumentation Contract between 
Shiawassee County and Rowe Incorporated / John H. Rauser, P.S. for a total cost of $21,600.00 
and authorize the Board Chair to sign the same.  The motion carried with 6 yeas and 0 nays. 
Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Horvath, to 
approve the minutes of the April 14, 2014 Economic & Physical Development Committee 
meeting.  Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to authorize 
Veterans Affairs to hire a Benefits Counselor due to a vacancy at a Pay Grade 6 with a salary 
range of $32,085.00 - $39,253.00.  The motion carried with 4 yeas and 2 nays. Yeas: 
Commissioners, Horvath, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. Nays: Commissioners Holzhausen and 
Schneider. 



 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner McLaren, to 
authorize the Health Department to hire a Director of Finance and Administrative Services due to 
a vacancy at a Pay Grade 9 with a salary range of $41,527.00 to $50,805.00. The motion carried 
with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, 
Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to authorize 
the County Administrator to refill the Emergency Management Coordinator position under a 
contract for services agreement at an hourly rate of $25.00 - $30.00 per hour.  The motion carried 
with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, 
Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
authorize the transfer of the required portion (50%) of the Convention Facility Development 
Funds (Cobo Hall Liquor Tax) in the amount of $49,256.50 from account #701-000-285.000 to 
Riverhaven Coordinating Agency per section 2 of Public Act 2 of 1986.  The motion carried with 
6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman 
and Bartz. 

The following resolution was presented: 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-04-06 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 

FOR ADOPTION OF COUNTY EQUALIZATION 2014 
WHEREAS the Finance Committee acting in its capacity as the Equalization Committee 

has recommended adoption of the Total County Equalized Value of $1,937,200,481; and 
WHEREAS all classes of real and personal property have been separately equalized in 

accordance with Michigan Compiled Law Section 211.34; and 
WHEREAS the Equalization Committee has recommended the adoption of the County 

Equalized Values by Class as follows: 
  Agricultural   436,091,924 
  Commercial   175,012,870 
  Industrial   27,779,000 
  Residential   1,196,266,787 
  Timber-Cutover  0 
  Developmental  0 
  Total Real Property           1,835,150,581 
  Total Personal Property 102,049,900 
  Total Equalized Value         1,937,200,481 

 
WHEREAS the Tentative Taxable Value for 2014 is $1,674,029,798. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the above County Equalized Values are 

adopted. 
It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner Horvath, to 

approve Resolution #14-04-06, adoption of County Equalization 2014.  The motion carried with 
6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman 
and Bartz. 

 
 



 

 

The following resolution was presented: 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-04-07 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 

COUNTY MILLAGE RESTORATION  
PROPOSAL RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, Shiawassee County voters established a separate tax limitation under MCL 
211.205a in 1996 that included a County millage allocation level of 5.5550 mills to be effective 
for a period of twenty (20) years, being through 2016; and 
 WHEREAS, the County's voter approved separate tax limitation allocation has been 
reduced by 0.4404 of a mill over the past seventeen (17) years through State millage rollback 
provisions; and 
 WHEREAS, the County primary operating costs for providing services to Shiawassee 
County citizens has substantially increased over this seventeen (17) year time period, while the 
authorized millage level to provide necessary tax revenue has decreased; and 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the County of Shiawassee seeks to have 
the voters of said County determine whether the millage level that the County of Shiawassee is 
authorized to levy should be returned to the 5.5550 mills level voters authorized in establishing 
the 1996 separate millage limitation by approving a separate voted ad valorem property tax levy 
equal to the current rollback amount, being 0.4404 mills for a period of two (2) years, 2015 
through 2016, inclusive. 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 1. That the following proposal be submitted to the qualified voters of the County of 
Shiawassee at the next State Primary Election to be held in said County on Tuesday, August 5, 
2014: 
  COUNTY FIXED MILLAGE RESTORATION QUESTION 

For the purpose of restoring the County's fixed millage for primary county operating 
purposes to 5.5550 mills as set by the voters of Shiawassee County in 1996, but later 
reduced by Headlee Amendment and Proposition A requirements, shall the 
Constitutional limitation upon the total amount of taxes which may be assessed within 
the County of Shiawassee, Michigan, be increased by 0.4404 of a mill ($0.4404 per 
$1,000 of taxable value) for a period of two (2) years, 2015 through 2016 inclusive?   

If approved and levied in full, this millage will raise an estimated $9,299,235 for 
primary county operating purposes in the first calendar year of the levy based on 
taxable value. As required by law, a portion of the millage may also be disbursed to 
the Downtown Development Authorities of the Cities of Corunna, Durand, 
Laingsburg, and Owosso, and the Villages of Lennon, Morrice, New Lothrop and 
Vernon, the Brownfield Authorities of Owosso Township and the City of Owosso. 

    YES     
 

    NO      

 

 



 

 

 
 2. Said proposition shall be stated on the ballots to be prepared and distributed in 
the matter provided by law. 
 3. All Public Officials of the County of Shiawassee, State of Michigan, and all 
Governmental units thereof, within such time as shall be required by law, be and are directed 
to perform all acts which shall be necessary to be performed in order to submit the above 
stated proposition to the duly qualified voters of said County at the State Primary Election to 
be held in said County on Tuesday, August 5, 2014. 
 4. It is further ordered that a certified copy of said proposition be filed with the 
County Clerk as required by law. 

It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to 
approve Resolution #14-04-07, County Millage Restoration Proposal.  The motion carried 
with 4 yeas and 2 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. Nays: 
Commissioners Holzhausen and Schneider. 

The following resolution was presented: 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-04-08 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 

 SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICES 

 MILLAGE PROPOSAL 

WHEREAS, Act 39 of the Public Acts of 1976 expressly authorizes the Board of 

Commissioners for the County of Shiawassee to appropriate funds to organizations for the 

purpose of providing activities or services to the older persons, being individuals sixty (60) 

years of age or older of said County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the County of Shiawassee has 

appropriated funds to the Shiawassee County Council on Aging as the organization eligible to 

receive funds appropriated for the purposes of planning, coordinating, evaluating and 

providing services to the older persons; and 

WHEREAS, millage funds of 0.25 of one (1) mill were approved by the electorate to 

activities or services to the older persons, being individuals sixty (60) years of age or older of 

said County and that millage authorization expired on December 31, 2013. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the County of Shiawassee seeks to have 

the voters of said County determine whether or not they desire to raise funds for the purpose 

of supportive activities directed toward the provision and improvement of senior citizen 

services by an ad valorem property tax levy of up to 0.50 of one (1) mill for a period of four 

(4) years, 2014 through 2017, inclusive. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

That the following proposal be submitted to the qualified voters of the County of Shiawassee 

at the next State Primary Election to be held in said County on Tuesday, August 5, 2014: 

SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICES  

MILLAGE PROPOSAL 

For the sole purpose of providing operating millage for the funding of 

senior citizen services within Shiawassee County, shall the tax 

limitation on general ad valorem taxes within the County of Shiawassee 



 

 

imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the Michigan Constitution of be 

increased up to 0.5000 mill ($0.50 per $1,000 of Taxable Value) for a 

period of four (4) years, 2014 through 2017, inclusive? 

 (If approved and levied in full, this millage will raise an 

estimated $837,014 for the senior citizen services in the first calendar 

year of the levy based on taxable value. As required by law, a portion 

of the millage may also be disbursed to the Downtown Development 

Authorities of the Cities of Corunna, Durand, Laingsburg, and Owosso, 

and the Villages of Lennon, Morrice, New Lothrop and Vernon, the 

Brownfield Authorities of Owosso Township and the City of Owosso.) 

YES     

NO       
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this question is hereby certified 

to the County Clerk. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all Public Officials of the County of 

Shiawassee, State of Michigan, and all Governmental units thereof, within such time as shall 

be required by law, are directed to perform all acts which shall be necessary to be performed 

in order to submit the above stated proposition to the duly qualified voters of said County at 

the State Primary Election to be held in said County on Tuesday, August 5, 2014. 

It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner McLaren, to 
approve Resolution #14-04-08, Senior Citizens Services Millage Proposal with an amendment 
to read, up to .5 mills and will be set each year by the Commissioners.  The motion carried 
with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, 
Plowman and Bartz. 

Discussion was held on authorizing the Board to send a letter regarding MERS 
Retirement to all Shiawassee County Employees.  

It was moved by Commissioner McLaren, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to table 
the discussion on retirement. The motion carried with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: 
Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner Plowman, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to 
approve the minutes of the April 14, 2014 Finance & Administration Committee meeting.  
Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to appoint 
Thomas J. Clark, Jr., County Administrator as Shiawassee County’s primary representative on 
the Region 1 Homeland Security Board.  Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Plowman, to 
approve the minutes of the April 15, 2014 Public Safety & Courts Committee meeting.  
Motion carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, to 
approve the Genesee Shiawassee Michigan Works! Foster Care Summer Youth Employment 
Program for Chafee-Eligible Youth for the period of April 1, 2014 through August 31, 2014 
with an allocation of $40,000.00 and authorize the Board Chair to sign the same.  The motion 
carried with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, Holzhausen, Schneider, 
McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

 

 



 

 

 It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Holzhausen, 
to approve a contract between the Shiawassee County Health Department and Fleis & 
Vandenbrink in the amount of $5,000.00 for the purpose of conducting a tabletop exercise 
involving a volunteer reception center and authorize George Pichette, Health Director to sign 
the same.  The motion carried with 6 yeas and 0 nays. Yeas: Commissioners, Horvath, 
Holzhausen, Schneider, McLaren, Plowman and Bartz. 

It was moved by Commissioner Horvath, seconded by Commissioner Bartz, to 
approve the minutes of the April 15, 2014 Health & Human Services Committee meeting.  
Motion carried. 

An election for the District 1 County Commissioner was held. 
Mary Nordbeck received 3 votes: Commissioners Holzhausen, McLaren and Plowman 
Paul Dutton received 3 votes: Commissioners Horvath, Schneider and Bartz 
Tie vote. Discussion followed. 
A second vote was taken. 
Mary Nordbeck received 4 votes: Commissioners Holzhausen, McLaren, Plowman 

and Bartz. 
Paul Dutton received 2 votes: Commissioners Horvath and Schneider 

 Call to the public: 
 Matt Shepard, 2264 Ellsworth, Perry 
 Mary Nordbeck was sworn in as District 1 County Commissioner. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:07 p.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Lauri L. Braid, Shiawassee County Clerk 
   and Clerk to the Board of Commissioners 
 
 


