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SHIAWASSEE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING/BOARD MINUTES

JUNE 22, 2016

Call to Order: William Thelen called the regularly scheduled monthly public hearing of the
Shiawassee County Planning Commission to order at 7:00 P.M. on June 22nd, 2016. The hearing
was held within the County Board of Commissioners’ meeting room located on the first floor of
the Surbeck Building, 201 N. Shiawassee Street, in Corunna, MI.

Roll Call: Present: Steve Andrews, Bonnie Reno, Walt Saxton, Robert Ebmeyer, John Horvath,
Bonnie Ott and William Thelen. Absent: None.

Also present: Peter Preston, Community Development Director and Matthew Lafferty, Land
Use Planner.

Excused Absences: None.

Pledge of Allegiance: Thelen led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Proof of Publication: The board was informed that a legal notice of the scheduled hearing was
placed within the Shiawassee County Independent Newspaper on June 5th, 2016. Thelen
declared the hearing as legally noticed.

Approval of the Agenda: Motion: Ebmeyer moved to approve the agenda as printed. Support:
Reno Motion carried: 7 ayes, 0 nays.

Approval of Board Minutes: Motion: Ott moved to approve the May 25th, 2016 board meeting
minutes as printed. Support: Horvath. Motion carried: 7 ayes, 0 nays.

Board of Commissioner Comments: None.

Call to the Public on Non-Agenda Items: None.

Old Business:

Application Request #PREZ16-001
Applicant/Owner – Terry L. Gordon Jr.
Site location – 3698 & 3712 W. Britton Rd., Perry, MI 48872; Tax Id.# 014-09-300-007 & 014-

09-300-010, Section 9, Perry Township
Request – Map amendment approval for the rezoning from the A-2, Agricultural

Production/Rural Residential District to the B-3, Highway Service District.

Received a letter from the applicant requesting to table the item.

Motion: Ebmeyer moved to table the item. Support: Reno. Motion carried: 7 ayes, 0 nays.
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New Business:

Application Request #PSUP16-02
Applicant/Owner – James & Melinda Merrell
Site Location – 9321 Parker Rd., Laingsburg, MI; Tax Id.# 78-009-16-400-001-03, Section 16,

Sciota Township.
Request – Special Land Use & Site Plan approval for a Community Residential Care Facility.
Ordinance Reference – Section 4.3.17, Community Residential Care Facilities.

Thelen opened the public hearing.  Lafferty presented the staff report.

Thelen asked for the applicant’s statement. The applicant stated that the property is currently
licensed for a pre-school and day-care operation for 6 children or less. They would like to
expand the operation which requires a Special Use Permit.

Thelen called for other comments in support of the applicant. None heard.

Thelen called for comments in opposition to the request of the applicant. None heard.

Thelen called for other comments from the audience. None Heard.

Thelen called for comments from Sciota Township. Township Supervisor David White
mentioned there are concerns with fencing surrounding a children’s play area as well as an
existing swimming pool. Mr. White also noted concerns about the well and septic system and the
amount of children for the operation. Chemical spray used for a neighboring orchard was also
mentioned as a potential concern of the township.

Thelen called for any rebuttal. The applicant stated that the State of Michigan had checked into
all of the concerns listed.

Thelen closed the public hearing.

The Planning Commission deliberated. Lafferty presented the General Standards for Approval.

Motion: Ott moves to approve PSUP16-02, MERRELL, Special Land Use Permit/Final Site Plan
request for a community residential care facility to be located on the south side of E. Parker Rd., and as
legally described in Section 16 of Sciota Township (Tax I.D. #078-009-16-400-001-03) based on the
following reasoning and conditions:

Reasoning:

1. Subject to the conditions provided below, it is found that the petitioned special land use meets
the general standards as provided for in Article 12 of the Ordinance.

2. Subject to the conditions provided below, it is found that the petitioned site plan for a
community residential care facility meets the general standards as provided for in Article 14 and
specific use standards set forth under Section 4.3.17.
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Conditions:

1. Provide information as noted by this staff report as having not been provided for on the site
plan or in supplemental information.

2. Compliance with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance shall be determined by the
Community Development Department prior to the issuing of permits or authorization of construction
of the petitioned use.

3. Appropriate fencing of play area and other use areas for resident children under digression of
staff.
4. Notice of signage on the property that notifies chemical spraying in the area.

Support: Reno.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes to approve: Steve Andrews, Bonnie Reno, Walt Saxton, Robert Ebmeyer,
John Horvath, Bonnie Ott and William Thelen. Nays: None. Motion carries: 7 ayes, 0 nays.

Committee Reports:

Ordinance Revision: Preston said that Article 4 is being reviewed.

Future Land Use: The Master Plan update had been approved for distribution by the Board of
Commissioners and is hearing some response from some Townships and local jurisdictions.

Parks and Recreation: Reno updated the Commission about the Parks Board recent activity.
They are looking for an application for smart phones to search for parks, camping, and golf
which is not to exceed $4,700. The Parks Board will continue to explore options.

Gravel Committee: None at this time.

Communications Received: In reference to the future land use committee report, Livingston
County is placing the proposed Master Plan on the agenda for their next Planning Commission
meeting.

Directors Comments: There are a few items on the agenda.

Public Comments: None at this time.

Adjournment: Motion: Andrews moved to adjourn. Support: Ott. Motion carried: 7 ayes,
0 nays.  The public hearing adjourned at approximately 7:45 P.M.

Recording Secretary – Matthew Lafferty

Approval Signature, Approval Date
Shiawassee County Planning Commission


